
Recently filed campaign 
finance reports revealed how 
much money south and south-
west suburban state and local 
officials raised and spent during 
the three months ending Dec. 31.

Republican state Rep. Tim 
Ozinga, of Mokena, pumped 
big dough into his coffers and 
spread wealth to help other GOP 
candidates around the state. His 
company, Ozinga Bros. Inc., gave 
$1 million to his campaign Dec. 
28, according to a quarterly report 
filed with the Illinois State Board 
of Elections.

During December, Ozinga’s 
campaign gave $25,000 to the 
campaign for Illinois Supreme 
Court Justice Michael Burke 
of Wheaton. He gave $50,000 
to Plainfield Township Clerk 
Michelle Smith, who filed paper-
work indicating she intends to 
seek the 97th District Illinois 
House seat held by state Rep. 
Mark Batinick, R-Plainfield, who 
is not seeking another term.

Ozinga gave money to candi-
dates from Libertyville and 
Barrington Hills. His campaign 
accepted $10,000 from Richard 
Uihlein of Lake Forest, a notori-
ously wealthy GOP donor. Ozin-
ga’s campaign raised $1,017,485, 
spent $254,685 and ended the 
quarter with $1,817,581 in the 
bank.

His war chest dwarfs the 
campaign funds of Democrats, 
though many reported a robust 
quarter raking in donations from 
political action committees for 
labor unions and special interests.

State Rep. Bob Rita, D-Blue 
Island, the guru of state gaming 
legislation, took in $373,150 and 
spent $122,393 to end the period 
with $318,901 cash on hand.

He accepted $5,000 from Neil 
Bluhm, the billionaire owner of 
Rush Street Gaming and Rivers 
Casino in Des Plaines. Rita took 
another $5,000 from Andy 
Bluhm, son of Neil Bluhm and 
founder of Delaware Street Capi-
tal, and $10,000 directly from 
Rivers Casino.

Rita got $3,000 from Las Vegas-
based Caesars Entertainment. 
He pocketed $6,000 from Kerry 
Denny, owner of Truck Stop Casi-
nos in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
and another $6,000 from Sheila 
Gaspard Denny of the same 
address.

He took $5,000 from Michael 
Gelatka of St. John, Indiana, 
president of the Illinois Gaming 
Machine Operators Associa-
tion, and another $5,000 from 

Reports 
help track 
campaign 
finances

By Mike Nolan 
Daily Southtown

A Tinley Park trustee received 
a public reprimand Tuesday from 
the Village Board after the findings 
of an ethics complaint showed she 
“demonstrated a strong lapse in 
judgment” by disclosing confi-
dential information regarding 
the village’s defense against some 

lawsuits.
Trustee Diane Galante is Tinley 

Park’s first village trustee to have 
been found guilty of violating the 
village’s ethics ordinance, and the 
findings of the ethics complaint 
will be referred to the public integ-
rity unit of the Cook County state’s 
attorney’s office, according to the 
village.

An external review found 

Galante provided affidavits to 
Steve Eberhardt, an attorney and 
one-time Tinley Park mayoral 
candidate who, in recent years, 
has filed a flurry of lawsuits against 
village officials in state and federal 
court, some of which have been 
dismissed.

The ethics complaint was filed 
last August by resident Timothy 
Janecyk, and attorney Patrick W. 
Walsh found Galante improperly 
disclosed information, including 
the subject of discussions held 
by elected officials behind closed 

doors, regarding legal strategies 
being considered in dealing with 
the Eberhardt lawsuits.

Walsh wrote “there is clear and 
convincing evidence” to support 
violations by Galante.

Tinley Park hires outside 
law firms to investigate ethics 
complaints, and paid Walsh almost 
$13,500 in legal fees to review the 
complaint against Galante.

Walsh said it appeared Galante 
“colluded” with Eberhardt, and 
that the trustee, after providing 
information, was dismissed as a 

plaintiff in pending cases Eber-
hardt had filed in Cook County 
Circuit Court and in federal court.

In a Jan. 5 letter to Tinley Park 
Mayor Michael Glotz, Walsh 
recommended the village forward 
the findings of the complaint to 
other agencies, such as the state’s 
attorney, saying in his position 
he was limited in the scope of his 
investigation.

“I do believe there was enough 
information uncovered to warrant 

Trustee called out for ‘strong lapse in judgment’
External review found Tinley Park’s Diane 
Galante shared legal strategies inappropriately

Helping the homeless
Students and staff from Shepard 
High School in Palos Heights and 
Almost Home Chicago put together 
holiday baskets throughout 
December for 31 Days of Giving, 
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U.S. Women’s 
National Team’s 

Kendall Coyne 
skates during 

the Skills 
Competition, 

part of the NHL 
All-Star weekend 

in San Jose, 
California, in 2019.   
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When Kendall Coyne 
Schofield was grow-
ing up in Palos 
Heights with a 

burgeoning love for hockey, she 
had to forge her own path in a 
sport that did not make it easy for a 
young girl to get a skate in the door. 
As a child who loved to read, she 
turned to the bookshelves to find 
stories about people who did what 
she wanted to do.

At the time, she couldn’t find any.
So the Olympic gold medalist 

recently decided to fulfill another 
life goal by writing her own book, 
“As Fast As Her,” released this week 
through publisher HarperCollins’ 
Zonderkidz imprint.

“I felt like we needed more 
representation on the bookshelf of 
women in hockey,” Coyne Schof-
ield said. “I hope this book is able 
to inspire people to follow their 
dreams just like I did mine.”

The book follows her journey 
from childhood to 2014 Olympic 
silver in Sochi, 2018 gold in Pyeo-
ngchang and a groundbreaking 
performance as the first woman 
to compete in the fastest skater 
competition during an NHL 

All-Star weekend. It chronicles the 
challenges she faced along the way, 
how she got through them, the 
people who supported her jour-
ney and ultimately the triumphs 
that saw her gain ground, not only 
for herself but also future women 
entering the sport.

The book is littered with 
“Golden Coynes” — motivational 

ONE COOL 
JOURNEY

Coyne, USA Olympic hockey gold medalist and 2010 
Sandburg High School graduate, is honored during an 
assembly at the school in Orland Park after her gold medal 
win in 2018. GARY MIDDENDORF/DAILY SOUTHTOWN

Orland Park’s Kendall Coyne Schofield 
releases memoir as she prepares to 
compete in her third Winter Olympics

Kendall Coyne Schofield’s memoir, 
“As Fast As Her,” was published 
Tuesday through Zonderkidz/
HarperCollins. In it, the Palos 
Heights native tells of her journey 
from childhood to Olympic gold. 
HARPERCOLLINS 
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“I felt like we needed more representation on the bookshelf of women in hockey.  
I hope this book is able to inspire people to follow their dreams just like I did mine.”
— Kendall Coyne Schofield
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comments that tie into pivotal 
moments in Coyne Schofield’s story. 
She hopes the book inspires others 
to overcome whatever obstacles 
they are facing.

“This book isn’t just for those 
who are interested in hockey,” she 
said. “It’s for those who are inter-
ested in following their passion, 
following their dreams.”

Coyne Schofield, who lives in 
Orland Park with her husband, NFL 
lineman Michael Schofield, is a 
graduate of Sandburg High School. 
She also played baseball and softball 
as a youth.

“I wasn’t born to play hockey,” 
she said. “I fell into this sport 
because I wanted to copy my older 
brother and do what he did.”

Revisiting that childhood was 
one of Coyne Schofield’s favorite 
parts about writing the book. She 
had a lot of conversations with 
her parents, going over what she 
remembered about a situation 
and how she felt in the moment, 
comparing it to their perspective. 
It reinforced just how much her 
parents’ love and support helped 
her get where she is.

“They shielded me so well from 
all the negativity,” Coyne Schofield 
said. “It really grew my passion and 
love for this sport.”

In the book, Coyne Schofield 
recounts simple complications 
along her journey, such as a coach 
assuming “Kendall” was just 
another boy on his baseball roster. 
She also offers a look behind-the-
scenes at the national women’s 
hockey team boycott in 2017 while 
negotiating with USA Hockey for 
a new contract that would offer 
female players similar benefits 
to those men’s hockey players 
received.

“It’s my truth,” she said. “I think 
it’s important for people to read and 
understand the experiences I’ve 
had, that my teammates have had 
throughout this journey in hockey, 
especially as a woman. It’s not been 
a straight line. It hasn’t been easy. 
But I hope people read the story and 
realize it was all worth it.”

The painful and trying times 
are the ones Coyne Schofield said 
shaped her the most.

“I’m a big believer that every-
thing happens for a reason — the 
good, the bad and the ugly,” she said. 
“While the ugly stings and you don’t 
understand why … things come full 
circle. You’re able to learn from it.”

Coyne Schofield has been 
jotting down stories for a long time 
— moments in her life in which 
something resonated or felt pivotal, 
usually because she responded to 
adversity. She worked with co-au-
thor Estelle Laure to turn those 

anecdotes into a cohesive life story. 
And she learned a lot about herself 
by reexamining those moments.

“While you’re in that moment, 
you don’t really understand it or 
realize it — whether it’s so difficult 
or exciting,” she said. “My book is 
really about a lot of those moments 
that helped get me where I am.”

Coyne Schofield said she is 
always happy to revisit her gold 
medal moments, as well as the 
NHL All-Star weekend, in which 
she was chosen as a last-minute 
replacement for the fastest skater 
competition. She not only made 
history by being the first woman to 
take part in the competition but also 
skated within a second of the over-
all winner, sparking another wave 
of interest in women’s hockey.

“One of my missions in life is to 
make this game more accessible 
and inclusive for everybody, so that 
no one experiences some of the 
feelings I had as a kid and adult in 
this sport,” Coyne Schofield said. 
“There’s so much work to be done, 
but every day’s an opportunity to 
make progress and to be better and 
to make this sport better.”

Tennis legend Billie Jean King 
wrote the forward for “As Fast As 
Her,” someone who Coyne Scho-
field said helped her feel like she 
belonged and encouraged her to 
create a better space in the sport 
for those to come. Of Coyne Schof-

ield’s many goals, one that is always 
at the forefront of her mind is creat-
ing professional opportunities for 
women’s hockey players, which 
she continues to work toward with 
the Professional Women’s Hockey 
Players Association.

“I want young girls to grow up in 
this sport to know they can make a 
living playing it, just like the boys 
they grow up alongside in this 
sport,” she said. “They deserve that 
opportunity.”

Coyne now works as a player 
development coach in the Black-
hawks system. She and her husband 
also do charitable work through the 
Schofield Family Foundation.

But her main focus since Oct. 1 
has been preparing in Minnesota 
for her third trip to the Olympic 
Games, this time in Beijing. The 
goal is the same as always, she said: 
coming home with a gold medal. But 
the roster has changed significantly 
since Coyne Schofield was last at 
The Games in 2018, with four other 
players from Illinois on this year’s 
squad. But there is no difference in 
the drive, work and vision for Team 
USA, Coyne Schofield said.

“It’s the quality of people that 
you’re surrounded with, and the 
desire and drive everyone has to 
compete for a gold medal,” she said.

But that team is facing obsta-
cles that were not there four years 
ago, in large part because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. It has already 
canceled recent games and the last 
stretch of the team’s tour. In addi-
tion to meeting the training require-
ments, players have to stay healthy 
up until they leave for Los Angeles 
on Jan. 24 and then Beijing on Jan. 
27, as well as through The Games. 
Testing positive for the coronavirus 
could rule them out of The Games.

“It’s not going to be a normal 
Olympic game experience because 
of the pandemic, and we’re going to 
get through that together,” Coyne 
Schofield said. “It’s been a year of a 
lot of challenges, a lot of obstacles. 
I think we’re all finding ways to be 
resilient through it all.”

The excitement of what’s to 
come in February remains — even 
for someone such as Coyne Scho-
field, who has played on that stage 
and succeeded as a medalist twice 
already.

“It doesn’t matter if it’s your 
third or your second or your first, 
the excitement when you hear your 
name called to be on the Olympic 
team … it’s the same feeling,” she 
said. “It’s this feeling of joy, of relief, 
of satisfaction. It’s equally as special, 
even if it’s my third time. Any time 
you get the opportunity to represent 
Team USA at the highest level and 
compete in the Olympic Games, it’s 
a dream come true.”

Bill Jones is a freelance reporter.
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Blue Island police are investigating 
a shooting that took place during an 
argument Tuesday that left a 22-year-
old Alsip man dead.

The Cook County medical exam-
iner’s office identified him as 
Ellis Kuebec-Artes Jr., who was 
pronounced dead at 1:45 p.m. Tuesday 
at Advocate Christ Medical Center in 
Oak Lawn.

Police said they responded shortly 
after 1 p.m. to a report of shots fired in 
the 13000 block of Seeley Avenue and 
found Kuebec-Artes in an apartment 
with gunshot wounds, and another 
man who had also been shot in the 
12800 block of Hoyne Avenue, one 
block west of the Seeley address.

Kuebec-Artes suffered a gunshot 
wound to the chest and his death was 
ruled a homicide, according to the 

medical examiner’s office. The other 
man also was taken to Christ Medical 
Center and underwent surgery, police 
said.

Police said their initial investiga-
tion showed Kuebec-Artes and the 
wounded man shot at each other 
during an argument in the apartment.

Police said a third man, who had a 
gunshot wound to the leg, was found 
hiding in a garage near the Seeley 
address, but it was not clear whether 
he was involved in the alleged argu-
ment. He also was taken to Christ 
Medical Center.

No additional information was 
available Wednesday and police 
continued to investigate, according 
to Chief Geoffery Farr.

Police ask anyone with information 
to contact investigators at 708-396-
7020.
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Police investigate fatal   
shooting of 22-year-old 
Alsip man in Blue Island By Mike Nolan 
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Two Orland Park police 
squad cars were rammed Tues-
day in the parking lot of Orland 
Square mall after police tried 
to stop a minivan that had a 
stolen license plate, according 
to police.

Shortly before 4 p.m., tacti-
cal officers in the upper level 
of the mall’s parking lot spotted 
a white minivan that lacked a 
front license plate and the rear 
plate came back as being stolen, 
according to police.

While attempting to stop the 
vehicle as it was pulling out 
of the parking lot, one squad 
pulled up behind the minivan 
and a second squad positioned 
itself in front of the van, and 
both squads activated their 
emergency lights, police said.

Police were able to deploy 
a tire deflation device, which 

flattened a rear tire of the van, 
before it drove out of the park-
ing lot, heading north on La 
Grange Road. Orland Park 
Police notified other depart-
ments of the incident and the 
van was last spotted in Home-
town, according to police.

Police ask anyone with infor-
mation to contact Orland Park 
police at 708-349-4111 or by 
email at crimetips@orland-
park.org.

The van had parked in an area 
of the upper level lot away from 
the mall, and tactical officers 
believed it was suspicious, with 
their suspicion confirmed after 
checking the license plate and 
finding that the plate had been 
reported stolen, according to 
Cmdr. Kenneth Rosinski.

Along with not having a front 
license plate, the rear plate 
was mounted in a haphazard 
manner, he said.

The bumper of one squad car 

was damaged while the squad 
cracked front grille and dented 
hood, Rosinski said.
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Orland Park squad cars rammed 
as police try to stop minivan

Orland Park police said that two 
squad cars were rammed by this 
minivan Tuesday in the parking 
lot of Orland Square mall. The 
van was driven off north on La 
Grange Road and last spotted 
in Hometown. ORLAND PARK 
POLICE
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I asked what kind of family Amina wanted.
She said, ‘A family like yours.’ That’s when
I knew I had to adopt her.
Denise, adopted 17-year-old Amina

LEARN ABOUT ADOPTING A TEEN
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